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Who is ECF? 

The European Climate Foundation (ECF) is a philanthropic initiative. Its aim is

to promote climate and energy policies that greatly reduce Europe’s

greenhouse gas emissions, and help Europe play a stronger international

leadership role in mitigating climate change

To achieve this, the ECF:

➜ Collaborates with grantees and experts to design and fund strategies

based on a thorough understanding of decision-makers, decision-

making processes and political pressure points

➜ Acts as convener to builds alliances and create platforms among a wide

range of partners in government, business and NGOs

➜ Has programmes in Brussels, Germany, Poland, France and the UK
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National commitments

• Renewable energy

• Energy efficiency

• Reduced deforestation

The situation The end goal

Under a business as usual scenario

the global temperature by 2100

will be more than 4ºC

above pre-industrial levels

To limit temperature rise to 1.5ºC

we need to cut greenhouse gas emissions

from 65 to 39 billion tonnes CO2e

per annum by 2030
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The global framework  - the Paris agreement
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EU adaptation to climate change strategy 

• Principles and recommendations for MS to prepare own 

strategies and national plans

• Objectives:

➜ Promote action by MS

➜ Better informed decision making

➜ Promote action in vulnerable sectors

• Support mechanisms

• National adaptation strategies
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Sea and river level rise and The Netherlands
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Current population of The Netherlands:

16.8 million

60% of Netherlands risks flooding

Affected major cities:

Amsterdam area: 2.3 million

The Hague area: 1.1 million

Rotterdam area: 1.2 million

Below sea level

Between 0 and 7 meters above sea leavel



Dutch adaptation strategy (1)

• Since 2007, last update 2016

• 2017: implementation programme

• Increase awareness of need for adaptation

• Knowledge building 

• Addressing urgent risks coordination between sectors 

and policy areas

• ‘Climate adaptivity’ across all policy areas and levels 

• 2017: all central government buildings are checked on 

adaptation to climate change
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Dutch adaptation strategy (2)
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Dutch adaptation strategy (3)

• Effects requiring action now:

➜ Heat stress 

➜ Failure of vital infrastructure

➜ Shift in climate zone – habitat and species losses

➜ Damage to harvests

➜ Health and productivity losses

➜ Subsidence  damage to buildings & infra
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Rotterdam adaptation strategy

• By 2025 Rotterdam region to be climate proof

• Initiated by City Council, port of Rotterdam, DCMR 

environmental protection agency, and Deltalinqs (R’dam 

industry)

• Large city developments go hand in hand with climate 

adaptation

• Combine adaptation measures with management and 

maintenance programmes of buildings and infrastructure
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Rotterdam climate adaptation strategy - examples

• 220,000 m2 green roofs (subsidy scheme)

• Floating houses

• Artefacts with temporary water reservoir function (parking 

garage, square, polders)

• Building envelop watertight and ground floor can flood
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Adapting buildings and cities to climate change
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Buildings and climate adaptation and mitigation

• Buildings are part of infrastructure and need to be made 

more resilient

• Long lifespan (over 100 years)

➜ New construction 

➜ Main challenge with existing buildings (90% will be there 

in 2050) 

➜ Increase of renovation rate needed

• Whole lifecycle of buildings is responsible for 40% of EU 

energy consumption and 1/3 of total CO2 emissions

➜ Great potential to combine adaptation with mitigation
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Buildings need to be recognised as infrastructure…

• “Infrastructure” is not only pipes, wires, power stations, roads and 

bridges… Buildings are a core part of infrastructure. 

• In practice, classifying buildings as infrastructure means including 

programmes related to buildings within national infrastructure 

plans, and shifting energy efficiency and adaptation to sit within 

capital expenditure budgets rather than operational expenditure. 

This would mean:

➜ Building programmes are considered for long term, stable 

funding rather than austerity-vulnerable, short-term, add-on 

funding, and will no longer compete with operational spending 

on (say) health and education

➜ Benefits as well as costs will be visible on governments’ balance 

sheets

Source: E3G (2016) 



Content

18

• The global framework – Paris agreement

• EU adaptation strategy 

• NL adaptation strategy

• Role of buildings in adaptation

• EED/EPBD revision as opportunities

• Conclusions



EU EE framework – EED and EPBD

• New buildings to be built as NZEB

• Push for renovation of the current building stock

➜ Renovation strategy + goals to decarbonize building stock 

by 2050

➜ Targets for energy savings + policies & measures

➜ Energy Efficiency Obligations from 5 to 16 and more to 

come

• EED and EPBD revision opportunity for mitigation and 

adaptation 19



Conclusion

• Adaptation and mitigation go hand in hand – combination 

of policies and measures

• Support and enabling policies at EU level, but the main task 

is at national and regional level

• Take consumers seriously!

• Buildings to be classified as infrastructure

• EED/EPBD revision are positive for adaptation to climate 

change


